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ABU DHABI, 15th April, 2025 (WAM) -- The Department of Culture
and Tourism — Abu Dhabi (DCT Abu Dhabi) has announced the key
panels and sessions for the seventh edition of Culture Summit Abu
Dhabi, the leading global forum to be held from 27th to 29th April
2025 at Manarat Al Saadiyat.
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This year's summit, held under the theme “Culture for Humanity and
Beyond,” will bring together an exceptional group of renowned
thought leaders, policymakers, celebrated artists, and creative
innovators to explore the intersection between culture, technology,
and global governance.

The summit, held over three days, will pave the way for critical
dialogue focused on collectively rethinking the concept of human
emancipation and humanity through a diverse range of keynote
speeches, creative conversations, panel discussions, artistic talks, and
a series of bespoke workshops tailored to align with the summit’s
discussions.

Participants will also seek common ground to build a shared
sustainable future, with the summit generating new perspectives on
reimagining tomorrow as outdated ways of thinking fade.

On this occasion, Mohamed Khalifa Al Mubarak, Chairman of the
Department of Culture and Tourism — Abu Dhabi, said, "We at DCT
Abu Dhabi are proud to once again bring together our local and
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The papal conclave is set to begin 15 to 20 days following the death
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23/4/25, 11:45 DCT Abu Dhabi announces agenda of seventh edition of Culture Summit Abu Dhabi

gather behind closed doors in the Sistine Chapel, where the process
begins with a solemn mass.

That afternoon, the first ballot is cast. After each voting round, the
ballots are burned—black smoke signals no decision has been made,
while white smoke announces to the world that a new pope has
been chosen. A conclave may conclude in a single day or extend for
weeks—or even longer. The longest conclave in history, held
between 1268 and 1271, lasted an extraordinary two years and nine
months.

The election of a new pope is one of the most secretive and
historically rich traditions in the world. Rooted in centuries of faith
and governance, this process determines the next leader of over a
billion Catholics as well as the future direction of the Church.

For centuries, the papacy has played a pivotal role in global religion,
politics, and morality, shaping history through its leaders. But behind
the grandeur of St. Peter's Square and the solemn faces of the
cardinals lies a complex and highly structured system that has
evolved over time.

So, how does a new pope ascend to the highest office in the Catholic
Church? What happens behind the closed doors of the Sistine
Chapel? And how much of the intrigue portrayed in books and films
reflects reality? Click through this gallery to find out.

You may also like: The actors who turned down roles in successful

movies
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