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8/8/25,9:47 Global Trade Union Body Rejects Myanmar Junta’s Planned Election

international denunciation of the Myanmar junta’s pfanned election as a sham.

The regime plans to hold the election in December or January.
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The international labor rights group said no election held under military dictatorship can be recognized.
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The regime’s moves to end the state of emergency and proclaim elections “are nothing more than a
strategic fraud to disguise the military dictatorship as democratic rule,” the ITUC’s general secretary Luc

Triangle said.
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National Unity Government (NUG) and the Confederation of Trade Unions Myanmar (CTUM).”

The ITUC pointed out that the regime “has banned independent trade unions and civil society
organizations, amended the political party registration law to suppress opposition parties, and

criminalized criticism of the electoral process with prison sentences of up to 10 years.”

Triangle noted that most democratic leaders—including trade unionists—remain imprisoned, in exile, or
in hiding, while the military controls less than 30 percent of the country, making any national vote

fundamentally unfree and unfair.

“The election is a cosmetic trick to rebrand a brutal military regime as a legitimate civilian government,”
he added.
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The group also urged the world to reject the election and build coordinated action under the Article 33
of the International Labor Organization (ILO). In June this year, the ILO decided to take action against the

junta for its severe labor and human rights violations and forced conscription.

International election watchdogs the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance
(International IDEA), Asian Network for Free Elections (ANFREL), and Club de Madrid, in February issued
a joint statement rejecting the regime’s election plan and urging the international community to deny it

any kind of support.

They said a genuine election in Myanmar is impossible in the current circumstances where opposition
parties remain banned, political leaders and democracy activists are imprisoned, and a free press is

suppressed.
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The seizure of Chin State’s second city cuts off key
junta positions from Regional Operations

Command.
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Ethnic Alliance is Faltering

By Joe Kumbun @ JULY 4,2025 @ 10.7K

Chinese meddling and internecine squabbles
threaten the existence of the Federal Political
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alliance of Shan...
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inception, The Irrawaddy has been an independent news media group, unaffiliated with any political party,
organization or government. We believe that media must be free and independent and we strive to preserve

press freedom.
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