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Global Trade Union Body
Rejects Myanmar Junta’s
Planned Election

The junta’s election body demonstrates the use of electronic voting machines at the National Defence Academy at Naypyitaw in February 2025. / MOI
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The International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) on Tuesday added its voice to a chorus of

international denunciation of the Myanmar junta’s planned election as a sham.

The regime plans to hold the election in December or January.

The international labor rights group said no election held under military dictatorship can be recognized.

The regime’s moves to end the state of emergency and proclaim elections “are nothing more than a

strategic fraud to disguise the military dictatorship as democratic rule,” the ITUC’s general secretary Luc

Triangle said.

It said any electoral process “must be inclusive, transparent, and free from intimidation.” It also called for

the unconditional release of all trade unionists and political prisoners currently detained by the regime.
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The group further stressed the need to fully restore freedom of association and expression, and

demanded an immediate end to the use of forced labor.

It also called for the military-imposed 2008 Constitution to be replaced “through a democratic process

that reflects the will of the people, including the participation of their legitimate representatives in the

National Unity Government (NUG) and the Confederation of Trade Unions Myanmar (CTUM).”

The ITUC pointed out that the regime “has banned independent trade unions and civil society

organizations, amended the political party registration law to suppress opposition parties, and

criminalized criticism of the electoral process with prison sentences of up to 10 years.”

Triangle noted that most democratic leaders—including trade unionists—remain imprisoned, in exile, or

in hiding, while the military controls less than 30 percent of the country, making any national vote

fundamentally unfree and unfair.

“The election is a cosmetic trick to rebrand a brutal military regime as a legitimate civilian government,”

he added.

The group also urged the world to reject the election and build coordinated action under the Article 33

of the International Labor Organization (ILO). In June this year, the ILO decided to take action against the

junta for its severe labor and human rights violations and forced conscription.

International election watchdogs the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance

(International IDEA), Asian Network for Free Elections (ANFREL), and Club de Madrid, in February Club d issued

a joint statement rejecting the regime’s election plan and urging the international community to deny it

any kind of support.

They said a genuine election in Myanmar is impossible in the current circumstances where opposition

parties remain banned, political leaders and democracy activists are imprisoned, and a free press is

suppressed.

The junta-appointed election commission has announced that voting will take place in 267 townships

across the country, even though approximately 144 of Myanmar’s 330 townships are under the control of

anti-regime forces, and another 79 are experiencing ongoing conflict.Home News  Politics Business Opinion  Junta Watch Ethnic Issues

War Against the Junta In Person  Books Donation





This website uses cookies. By continuing to use this website you are giving consent to cookies being used. Visit

our Privacy and Cookie Policy. 



8/8/25, 9:47 Global Trade Union Body Rejects Myanmar Junta’s Planned Election

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/myanmars-crisis-the-world/global-trade-union-body-rejects-myanmar-juntas-planned-election.html 3/9

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/myanmars-crisis-the-world/international-labor-organization-votes-to-take-action-against-myanmar-junta.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/myanmars-crisis-the-world/dont-support-myanmar-juntas-election-intl-watchdogs-warn.html
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?nis=4&sa=l&ai=COGq-YquVaITROvmzwuIP-cXqqAWtuLzygAGpiK3jhBSk94PGs0UQASD6yr8sYNUFoAHA_N3hAsgBAqgDAcgDyQSqBPICT9Cx-L1WpQbP-2M8Xt4VkjGcKjcr8hftpJDeOJfFsO_Y-PgQ7tTyB7tIsAc1aErUdv4cF5fLBqYlep9WRYagR9Vbk3Vy03iW9PuSkIEeQBupl8UPBJAZ0V552QIqoST4fk4i_XTKHz1tuc_9rmasLlFOuD9uLexYH_hUSgpSCy5oBfUXI5kK0WXaa5GWlq3wi-xcXRfHT35DWd9_T_n6YPkgjgsBTVcUIHkk0rz9j8fajMBdtT8DMKFgP1juxv5wTJKmj4d9GW1HLMIbQ1vj5BZcw1hwcSFe3nlk0xvvkYlW8HaXsbvwjM7GfBQcsajA22qdA7-siWjWMUKo97c1wBumrFD0ds9uzYhFUNlB8MD1rgei815Z2qOboqEayL1hndETMDO_1kxmk4BnC8HMKFsV_U4JZeV4Gk9ezYAbzTqVRtoJzU8Zk2OE7OOCVtVzXcIwqoW_wdoIVZ24IRdvkXVuHJsVJpqKEtN5YownZTA_m8AEu86AzrkFiAXQ5OqJUaAGAoAHqIOingGoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHmgaoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB8qpsQKoB-ulsQKoB-qxsQKoB5m1sQKoB763sQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQLYBwHSCDAIkeGAUBABGJ8BMgiri4CAoICAAjoMAICAgICAlK7gA6gDSL39wTpYi7Cas9z6jgOxCSfuiP82XNwngAoBmAsByAsB2gwRCgsQ8OHd35DAnJnWARICAQOqDQJFU8gNAeoNEwiFx7az3PqOAxX5mVAGHfmiGlXwDQKIDgnYEwzQFQGYFgHKFgIKAPgWAYAXAbIXAhgBuhcCOAGyGAUYAiIBANAYAegYAcIZAggB&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIhIqbs9z6jgMV-ZlQBh35ohpVEAEYASAAEgIM1PD_BwE&num=1&sig=AOD64_2b0XumwwJ6Dn__pWkkNz6knosdJQ&client=ca-pub-6780696344971263&rf=2&nb=2&adurl=https://simple-life-app.com/%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_content%3DInterest_All%7C365Excel_FastingBlend_NEW_Image_MK130_970x250_EN_1.jpg%26placement%3Dwww.irrawaddy.com%26campaign_id%3D21763895888%26adgroup_id%3D187263100731%26ad_id%3D760606319432%7C%26utm_campaign%3DWW_EN_GDN_AllDev_ImAff_Mix_BAUFunnel_Web_CPA_011024%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D21763895888%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIhIqbs9z6jgMV-ZlQBh35ohpVEAEYASAAEgIM1PD_BwE
https://www.irrawaddy.com/
https://www.irrawaddy.com/category/news
https://www.irrawaddy.com/category/news/politics
https://www.irrawaddy.com/category/business
https://www.irrawaddy.com/category/opinion
https://www.irrawaddy.com/category/specials/junta-watch
https://www.irrawaddy.com/category/news/ethnic-issues
https://www.irrawaddy.com/category/news/war-against-the-junta
https://www.irrawaddy.com/category/news/war-against-the-junta
https://www.irrawaddy.com/category/in-person
https://www.irrawaddy.com/category/in-person
https://www.irrawaddy.com/category/culture/books
https://www.irrawaddy.com/category/culture/books
https://www.irrawaddy.com/donation
https://www.irrawaddy.com/donation
https://www.irrawaddy.com/privacy-policy
https://www.irrawaddy.com/privacy-policy
https://www.irrawaddy.com/privacy-policy
https://www.irrawaddy.com/privacy-policy
https://www.irrawaddy.com/privacy-policy
https://www.irrawaddy.com/privacy-policy
https://www.irrawaddy.com/privacy-policy
https://www.irrawaddy.com/privacy-policy
https://www.irrawaddy.com/privacy-policy


The Irrawaddy

...

Several anti-regime armed groups have publicly rejected the planned election and warned that they

would take military action against junta-appointed administrators and government staff who participate

in or support the electoral process.
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The world must act now to break China’s monopoly

on rare earth mining and processing and the

environmental and human...
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Command.

READ MORE

Myanmar Junta Boss Charged
with Hypocrisy Over Pope
Francis’ Death
By The Irrawaddy  APRIL 24, 2025  10.8K

Taking time out from bombing houses of worship

across the country, Min Aung Hlaing sent a

message of condolence to...
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