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Geneva, Switzerland — Dozens of former world leaders published an open letter to their
successors on Wednesday, urging them to support the creation of a new international panel to
address extreme wealth disparities.

The letter, signed by 37 former leaders including former German chancellor Olaf Scholz and
former French prime minister Jean-Pierre Raffarin, insisted the world's inequality "crisis"
required an urgent policy response.

"We share alarm about a crisis of inequality that has reached record levels in country after
country across the world," they said in the letter, seen by AFP.
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Former German Chancellor Olaf Scholz delivers his speech on the second day of the German
Social Democratic Party (SPD) Party Congress at the City Cube in Berlin, on June 28, 2025.
(Photo by Tobias Schwarz / AFP)

"While the bottom half of humanity have received just one cent of every dollar of growth since
the year 2000, the richest one percent have captured 41 cents," the former leaders pointed out.
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The former leaders called on their successors to back efforts to create a new International Panel
on Inequality (IP1), and to join a high-level event next week where the issue will be discussed on
the sidelines of the United Nations General Assembly in New York.

The creation of such a body, modelled on the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC), was recommended in a G20 report by Nobel Prize-winning economist Joseph Stiglitz.

The report demands action to address a global "inequality emergency", which it warned was
undermining both democracy and economic progress.

Wednesday's letter --- with signatories from every region of the world including former
presidents Joyce Banda of Malawi, Anibal Cavaco Silva of Portugal and James Michel of the
Seychelles -- echoed the concern that "intensifying inequality... erodes democratic freedoms,
undermining the checks and balances societies depend upon".

"Studies show the most unequal countries are now seven times more likely to experience
democratic erosion than more equal countries," it said.

The signatories -- also including many former prime minsters including Aminata Toure of
Senegal, Helen Clark of New Zealand, Francisco Sagasti of Peru and Han Seung-soo of South
Korea -- told the world's current leaders they understood "the weight of the complex challenges
you face".

"And we also know that extreme inequality is exacerbating these very threats, putting your
economies and democracies under profound strain."

Creating the IPI would provide "a most vital institutional response" to such challenges, they said,
detailing how the new panel, much like the IPCC, would be able to track trends, impacts and
drivers and assess evidence on policymaking.

An IPl would "see leading experts step in to bridge the evidence gaps that have so far meant
that efforts to tackle the inequality crisis have fallen short", the letter said.

https://www.printfriendly.com/print?url=https %3A%2F %2Fwww.manilatimes.net%2F2026 %2F 09%2F 16 %2Fworld%2Famericas-emea%2Fformer-... 2/3


https://trace-eu.mediago.io/ju/ic?tn=41b6e88a2b85b0e731ef8e73e5558712&trackingid=9f0496f1de80faa6955c20c845ff0db7&acid=30919&data=8Uh4qpw0Iq1n52IDiak3AZbBWBnF-pKsJGakBHw13IAWGoqfot3Sa6Vms2BYcoMQO_lKHiPNYkahO4t8J-huM3k9lgp2CSBqQjMM_Rl9l9kAJ6IjTDmpAJyQ-SowGjweJX2Dm2glcPNWSdYI4iJinTN14_E_o55npkg5WztnJysFk6Td5-mOLVPcgWG0t86EfnYSThaYS3N3HjwZLXU_cNF1nAomtH-1GHY8FZ67kwF6OuRQYjnG5J4QX5xYq2K3VqEQrPnK2WYm_CKppWvB62f1XRZF5UJE5jN0GXxZYyqU2i8Iex60rFzeQNXuCwoC8T9a8S7xtIHz0bxQnrdjfJlTcf0A1IdI8eBJC6Lm4sgAKBj_i4GNSaFgd-FUyd8CgrdgkGkMFUrEkoG7tj3EIFk9yYTLRpcUASmD2gjEczhLfHpRlxQQ9Cb_2cz8X8qR1NkAeVAETV_1KhJeKaUVWJd46eqvgTcTYhhqiYfNhsx6wy1iKWEhZXpTZQLa5ESXWxfwssWb_E5utPISAj6GQm4kwYZQNC18H2o6jDiwHBcwIgGD4sWwtfVLud0jLXq6sMJTrH0JQ1mdI096vGnvyfsWYRuDYw8kdUK2Yrpt6j37UmX-kDw9aSFufuWf4h9I3E1L1UtgO-O-1V2T0XygycwWJ62UwgvGMSCr8eaAGEuYwLjtyO6jvkwODmByHhVFvOolPQm-RSyE_wQWSOU53jW-QwygeCHEMlyWNVFUJ1uCrf3uS_1_eDYf4g7cMcSFmTXJwEapnP8nFFDYHMeKsIVnRlF4oYIU6nAcz4-m7EBWXdDov277OvYqyb3lNVxGr9xnJ3gvYn5PQvnMMP3eWXrINtWMwjjcF1cli9m7xkqCcjkqbl5WofTVib-_fMWEVuhVzovIPa_mHwJ6VeEUyfHb1dzms5OWwz2G5c8oG9OoxNPUdKqqZiTvkAOPimsQboihBXbt2smUHfl58i553dYf7xLE8Ds5Jq31nv69zEc1qbW9SINVLesnT9yhGpsRcv-PVsFB9rHfFHohS15QcA&ap=0.195355&tid=106&gprice=fECVAx2LdEM5dIZK93njG_zl5wQFNibdR6x7nqzifJM&campaignid=5606888&c_sync=0&google_click_url=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DCDjuZGnO7apepE_uD9OUPwISSmQz577npc8D4-ezNEMCNtwEQASDi1PRzYNW11wLIAQmoAwHIAwKqBKIDT9C19E9zK2ooCRxgSyalklIjlUC7J6S0YyKMCVNe5RFKcVPCcFosQfsEC9s-UR_CBQEbS9QL-HZM63TGIRSF1L8KPGmChDS4N5xGQvEX-iDBvwUyt24snOJ1H0mgcVlxa1Sce9l2E3oX-sk6TEjb3xdxEHGRjmAG9GMAXh6GwPqfnpVLVtQDuWmLWynTjxyRWSn65gNofR7CUDiy3jXaxJYaJlXbyb98aqEsNtcll3osz9kXnQB9wr_PIjuLBCT1kAUmT4YY1IW6s4OM6jvs4A8nsGJTGGSOdpKtRYDnWJxdjPU7tg9qtvns5BXgmT5L3EmnE4ddpM29sJpeXR9ZJoViemf39RCfRhLU6zrdIIPVMQT0iPvzPssAKWi8d4I71yrr8wAz5lhEMzwjjE5Qk1haIMgjcyMMrcQp6Dm1SXJo338wT3Fr9Z43Utxgy2vyhiQTyamBB4_1M-VjcbHwEAUMr04ZTRp-AoyB4roqCMC230URmBq0qdJ1j7VioPVPPuad8-LlNfBaLndTO3CG9FaHFcS43s9LjrXlnmifIN8UiYAGudeq-dWWttNMoAYhqAeT2LECqAeU2LECqAeV2LECqAemvhuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH_uixAqgHrb6xAqgHv9OxAtgHANIIMwiR4YBQEAEyCKuLgICggKArOhCAgAGAgICAgJSu4AOog4AQSL39wTpY9ODNiKyTlwNgAPoLAggBgAwBqg0CRVPqDRMIjaLRiKyTlwMV-wG9Bh1AgiTDiA4J0BUBgBcBshcEGAxQAQ%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_1xKyTTxJRZOkIRGwGGn7DAmEdAdQ%26client%3Dca-pub-3241058732205268%26adurl%3D

29/9/26, 10:13 Former world leaders urge governments to back inequality panel

https://www.printfriendly.com/print?url=https %3A%2F %2Fwww.manilatimes.net%2F2026 %2F 09%2F 16 %2Fworld%2Famericas-emea%2Fformer-... 3/3



